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GENE DAY 



by Archie Goodwin 




















This year has been a brutal one for lovers of the 
art of comics. It contained the deaths of 
such talent as Hal Foster, Wallace Wood, Reed Crandall, 
and Russ Manning to name just a few. In October, 
Gene Day, perhaps best known for his recent work as 
resident artist on Marvel's Master ofKung Fu 
comic, died suddenly in his sleep of a heart attack. 

He was thirty-one years old. Unlike the 

full stature in the field. His art, already 
unique and impressive, was still growing. Hopefully 
then, what these pages will show is not 

artwork, but the promise as well. 










Born in Gananoque, Ontario, Canada, where he 
continued to live and work, Gene, a self-taught artist 
and writer, began working professionally in 
1974. Though he contributed to mainstream publications, 
much of his earlier work was for independently 
produced books such as Orb, Star Reach, and his own 
magazine, Dark Fantasy. Though his drawing 
would later grow more accomplished, most of this early 
work ably reflects two of Gene's strongest 
points; his powerful and dramatic use of blacks in 
his rendering, and his constant experimentation 
with page design and story-telling breakdowns. Since 

these pieces, he was able to play to these strengths 
with particular effectiveness. 
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